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2012 Activities  
(SBC/Institute for Local Self-Reliance) 

 Partnered with the Green Purchasing Institute to beta-test 
purchasing specs for compostable foodservice ware 

 Developed guide for manufacturers to assess 
conformance to our environmentally preferable criteria 
for biobased compostable foodservice ware 

 Pursued partnership with 3rd party certifier for Biospecs 

 Partnered with Elemental Impact to assist Atlanta Airport 
in implementing new concessionaire contract provision 

 Documented venues using and composting biobased ware 

 Promoted policies to grow composting infrastructure 

 Involved in local school project to pilot tray washer in lieu 
of styrofoam lunch trays 
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Sustainable Biomaterials Collaborative: 
Market-based tools 

 Sustainable feedstocks / 
Sustainable agriculture 

 Green Chemistry /  
Clean Production 

 Closed Loop Systems / 
Cradle to Cradle /  
Zero Waste 

“Just because it’s biobased, doesn’t make it green” 
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Criteria Recognition Level 
BIOBASED (ORGANIC) CARBON CONTENT 

Non-cutlery products must be >90%  
Cutlery products must be >70% 
Non-cutlery products must be >95% 
Cutlery products must be >85% 
All products must be >99%  

 
Bronze 
Bronze 
Silver 
Silver 
Gold 

GENETICALLY MODIFIED (GM) PLANTS 
No plastics may be made directly in plants 
GM crops allowed in field with offsets  
No GM biomass allowed in field  

 
Bronze 
Bronze 
Silver 

SUSTAINABLY GROWN BIOMASS 
Forest and brushland-derived biomass 
Agricultural biomass  

 
Bronze 
Gold 

FEEDSTOCKS ARE FROM PERENNIAL CELLULOSIC CROPS OR AG CO-PRODUCTS Gold 

PROTECTION OF BIOMASS PRODUCTION WORKERS  Gold 

Criteria: Biomass Production 
Environmentally Preferable Specifications for Compostable Biobased Foodservice Ware (Biospecs) 
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Criteria: Manufacturing 
Environmentally Preferable Specifications for Compostable Biobased Foodservice Ware (Biospecs) 

Criteria Recognition Level 

NO ORGANOHALOGENS ADDED Bronze 

ADDITIVES AND CONTAMINANTS OF HIGH CONCERN 
Declare whether nanomaterials present  
Eliminate use of toxic additives 

No Proposition 65 chemicals 
No chemicals of high concern 

All additives must be tested for hazards 

 
Bronze 

 
Silver 
Gold 
Gold 

PAPER- OR PAPER-BASED PRODUCTS 
Non-food-contact products: 100% recycled, 40% post-consumer   
Food-contact products 

Cups: 10% post-consumer recycled content 
Other food-contact products: 45% recycled content 

 
Bronze 

 
Gold 

Bronze 

NO CHLORINE OR CHLORINE COMPOUNDS Silver 

PROTECTION OF MANUFACTURING PRODUCTION WORKERS  Gold 

LOCAL OWNERSHIP AND PRODUCTION Gold 
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Criteria: End of Life 
Environmentally Preferable Specifications for Compostable Biobased Foodservice Ware (Biospecs) 

Criteria Recognition Level 
PRODUCT MUST BE COMMERCIALLY COMPOSTABLE Bronze 

PRODUCT LABELED FOR COMPOSTABILITY 
“Commercially Compostable” if facility exists 

Verification agency logo on product 
Distinguishable labeling 

Additional labeling if facility does not exist 

 
Bronze 
Bronze 
Bronze 
Bronze 

COMPOSTABLE AT MESOPHILIC TEMPS / IN BACKYARD OR HOME COMPOSTING  Silver 

BIODEGRADABLE IN AQUATIC ENVIRONMENT 
Marine biodegradable 
Freshwater biodegradable 

 
Gold  
Gold 
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Purchasing Specifications for Biobased 
Compostable Foodservice Ware 

• Bid specs for 
purchasers 
 

• Presents baseline 
mandatory criteria 
 

• Bidders can earn points 
for products meeting 
beyond baseline 
desirable criteria.  
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Practice Greenhealth’s Greening the 
Supply Chain® Initiative  

http://practicegreenhealth.org/topics/environmentally-
preferable-purchasing/epp-specifications-and-resources-guide 
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Documenting Early Adopters 
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Atlanta Airport direct assistance 
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Some Thoughts 

• Life cycle thinking – taking a 

“principle-based” approach to 

sustainable materials 

– Define what we want  

– Set priorities 

• Sustainable feedstocks 

• Green chemistry 

• Cradle to cradle 

• Need to expand composting & 

recycling capacity 

– corporate support for infrastructure 

and policies 

• Transitioning from fossil fuels to 

renewable, biobased feedstocks 

– Biobased not inherently better 

– Need criteria & standards for 

defining sustainable biomaterials 

and plastics across their life cycle 

– No GMOs in field 

– Inherently safer chems 

– Concerns with nano 

– Reuse, recycle, compost 

Single use has got to go! 
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University of Maryland:  
Reusables & Compostables 
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Ultra Green but single-use 
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Kids understand that reusable is 
better than single-use 

Washington Post, Dec. 9th, 2012.   Young Activist Club, Maryland 



www.sustainablebiomaterials.org 

Contact Info  

Brenda Platt 
SBC, Co-Chair 

Institute for Local Self-Reliance, Co-Director 
bplatt@ilsr.org 

202-898-1610 ext 230 
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