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Sustainable Biomaterials Collaborative:
Market-based tools for biobased products

▪ Sustainable feedstocks / 
Sustainable agriculture

▪ Green Chemistry / 
Clean Production

▪ Closed Loop Systems / 
Cradle to Cradle / 
Zero Waste

“Just because it’s biobased, doesn’t make it green”
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Atlanta Airport direct assistance
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Composting = Climate Protection

 Prevents landfill methane emissions

 Stores carbon

 Improves soils ability to store carbon

 Substitutes for energy-intensive fertilizers, pesticides, fungicides

 Improves plant growth, and thus carbon sequestration

 Reduces energy use for irrigation

Marin Carbon Project
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Composting = Jobs

Potential New Jobs by Composting 
1 Million Tons of Organics

Option FTE Jobs

Burning 120

Landfilling 220

Composting 740

Compost Use 620

Total Composting 1,360

FTE = full-time equivalent

Source:  Brenda Platt, et. al, Pay Dirt: Composting in 
Maryland to Reduce Waste, Create Jobs & Protect the Bay, 
ILSR, May 2013.  www.ilsr.org/paydirt. 

MCS Inc. worker installing growing media made from 
compost on green roof.  www.mcsnjinc.com

http://www.ilsr.org/paydirt
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Compost-amended soil = healthier watersheds

Denbow, www.denbow.com

www.ilsr.org/

paydirt

Vegetated Walls

(Filtrexx)
Credit: City of Portland, Oregon Bureau 

of Environmental Services
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Composting Facilities by Type

Yard 
Trimmings

70%

Food Scraps  
7%

Mixed 
Organics  2%

Biosolids  5%

On-Site 
Institution 7%

On-Site 
Farm/Ag  8%

Other  1%

4,914 total compost sites reported.
Source:  State of Composting in US, ILSR, 2014.



www.ilsr.org

Programs to support composting: state-by-state summary
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States with Organics Legislation 
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State Laws Targeting Food Waste 
Generators

Massachusetts:

 Targets food waste generators who generate 1 ton a week or more of food or 
vegetative material.  

 These materials are banned from disposal effective October 1, 2014.

Vermont:

 Law gradually expands from large food generators (>104 tons per year) in 
effect July 1, 2014, to every generator, including households, by July 1, 2020. 

 The law has interim targets in 2015 (>52 tons per year), 2016 (>26 tons per 
year), and in 2017 (>18 tons per year). 

 Only generators within 20 miles of a certified organics management facility 
with available capacity and willingness to accept food residuals are covered. 

 Requires trash haulers offering curbside services to provide services for leaf 
and yard debris by 2016 and for food scraps by 2017.  

 Residences are required to source separate leaf and yard debris by July 1, 
2016, and food scraps by July 1, 2020.
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Other state laws or bills, cont.

Connecticut:

 Requires certain large entities (commercial food wholesalers/distributors, industrial 
food manufacturers/processers, supermarkets, and resorts/conference centers) 
generating 104 tons or more per year to divert food waste by January 1, 2014, to 
composting if a permitted composting facility exists within 20 miles.  

 By January 1, 2020, the law applies to entities generating 52 tons or more per year.

Rhode Island:

 Targets entities generating 104 or more tons per year by January 1, 2016.  

 Each covered entity shall ensure that organic waste materials are recycled at an 
authorized composting facility, or anaerobic digestion facility or by another 
authorized recycling method if entity is not more than 15 miles from an authorized 
composting facility or anaerobic digestion facility with available capacity to accept 
such material.

 Waiver may be allowed if tipping fees are not competitive.
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California’s organic waste recycling bill

AB 1826 signed into law September 28th!

 By April 1, 2016, a business that generates 8 cubic yards or more of organic 
waste per week shall arrange for organic waste recycling services.  

 By January 1, 2017, a business that generates 4 cubic yards covered.

 By January 1, 2020, if the department determines that statewide disposal of 
organic waste has not been reduced to 50% of the level of disposal during 
2014, then businesses generating 2 cubic yards are covered.

 By January 1, 2016, each jurisdiction shall implement an organic waste 
recycling program designed specifically to divert organic waste generated by 
businesses subject by the new law. The plan has to identify:
 Existing organic waste recycling facilities within a reasonable vicinity and the capacities 

available 

 Other facilities within the jurisdiction that may be suitable for potential expansion or colocation 
of organic waste recycling facilities 

 Efforts to develop new private or public regional organic waste recycling facilities and the 
anticipated timeframe for completion of those facilities 

 Appropriate zoning and permit requirements for the location of new organic waste recycling 
facilities 

 By August 1, 2017, each jurisdiction shall report on its progress in 
implementing its organic waste recycling program. 



www.ilsr.org

Maryland HB878 & SB814 (2014 passed)

State Highway Administration – Compost and 
Compost–Based Products – Specification
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2014RS/bills/hb/hb0878t.pdf

Requires SHA, by December 30, 2014, to establish a 
specification for the acquisition and use of compost 
and compost-based products for:

(1) erosion and sediment control; and

(2) postconstruction stormwater 
management.

Filter Sock 

(Filtrexx.com)

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2014RS/bills/hb/hb0878t.pdf
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Maryland HB878 & SB814 cont.

 Make recommendations to maximize use of 

compost

 Review its existing specifications and identify 

compost-based equivalents to add to the existing 

specifications, including:

– Compost blankets for soil stabilization mats 
and other types of compost erosion control 
blankets,

– Compost socks for slope interruptions, inlet 
protection, and sediment control,

– Compost in biofiltration soil mix, and
– Compost in biofiltration swales

 Report to the General Assembly by December 1, 

2015

Gabion 

(Filtrexx.com)

Compost blanket 

(Denbow.com)
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Composting, lots of ways
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Trend to rely on large-scale 
far-away compost sites
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Revised Hierarchy of Food Scrap Recovery
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Austin zero waste plan

“…decentralized composting 
processes can reduce the carbon 
footprint of collection and 
transportation while consuming 
organics in more localized situations 
that do not require large organized 
collection programs.”

“The Department recognizes that, in 
addition to helping the City achieve 
its Zero Waste goals, composting also 
addresses the community’s interest 
in enriching the region’s soil, 
strengthening sustainable food 
production and completing the food 
cycle.” 

The Austin Resource Recovery Master Plan 
(December 2011), pp. 105-106. 
http://www.austintexas.gov//sites/default/files
/files/Trash_and_Recycling/MasterPlan_Final_1
2.30.pdf
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Joint project of ILSR’s Composting Makes $en$e Initiative 
and the Highfields Center for Composting’s Close the Loop 
program
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Replication Tip: Train 

Consider starting a Master 
Composter training 
program.  They require 
volunteerism. (NYC Compost 
Project)

Master Composters in 
training commit to 
community service hours 
and building bins.  (NYC 
Compost Project.) 
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Neighborhood Soil Rebuilders Training Program

 Identify existing composter training 
programs & facilitate information 
sharing among them
✓ Create national listserve
✓ Create web resources
✓ Survey existing programs

 Launch a model Master Composter 
training program in the DC-metro 
region in partnership with ECO City 
Farms
✓ Beginner
✓ Advanced
✓ Master

 Produce a Master Composter Toolkit
 Replicate training program 
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Kids understand that reusable is better 
than single-use

Washington Post, Dec. 9th, 2012.  Young Activist Club, Maryland, www.YoungActivistClub.org
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Polystyrene Restrictions Expanding

Young Activist Act of 2014, Takoma 
Park (MD)

Washington, DC

Montgomery Co., MD
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Needs to Expand Composting 
(and thus, options for compostable ware)

• Collection infrastructure

• Composting capacity (all sizes!)

• Corporate support for infrastructure and 
policies:
– Organics disposal bans

– Organics diversion requirements

– Compost procurement

– Persistent pesticide restrictions

– Polystyrene restrictions

– Requirements for reusable, compostable, and recyclable 
foodservice ware

• Reduce contamination by encouraging use of 
compostable products, products that meet 
ASTM standards.
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Contact

Brenda Platt
Institute for Local Self-Reliance
bplatt@ilsr.org
www.ilsr.org/paydirt

For model policies, please visit:
http://www.ilsr.org/initiatives/composting/
and click on “Rules”

mailto:bplatt@ilsr.org
http://www.ilsr.org/paydirt
http://www.ilsr.org/initiatives/composting/

