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Why were the Valencia floods so 
devastating?
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The concept of return period
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Source: Antonio Jiménez (CEDEX)
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Source: Copernicus – European 
State of the Climate Report
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Understanding the magnitude of 
the event
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3500 m3/s in Barranco del Poyo
1.5 times the regular flow rate of 
Niagara Falls
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170 hm3

Central Park Completely 
Flooded by Water 16 Stories 
High
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170 hm3 of Sediment Volume 
Equivalent to 25 Empire State 
Buildings
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The morning after
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Lessons learnt
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